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^SUGGESTIONS 

FROM  MEMBBRS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  ECONOMIC  LEAGUE 

ON  THB 

PROSECUTION  OF  THE  WAR 


Ad  mioi  Miration  uf  ihe  Govrrumpul 

Coordination  of  all  Departments  of 
State  so  that  plans  for  winning  the 
war  may  be  viewed  by  a  central  com- 
mittee or  authority  and  made  to  tend 
to  one  general  plan. 

Victor  M.  O'Shaughnessy. 

First  and  most  important,  I  suggest 
that  our  efforts  be  to  make  the  admin- 
istration put  competent  men  at  the 
head  of  the  departments  having  con- 
trol of  the  war. 

The  country  has  the  men  and  the 
money,  and  people  will  he  over-liberal 
if  assured  that  the  money  is  properly 
used.  So  far  it  has  not  been,  and 
the  more  blunders  they  make,  the 
harder  it  is  to  get  business  men  to 
give.  The  giver  must  have  confidence 
in  the  receiver,  otherwise  he  will  kick  ; 
and  we  cannot  have  that. 

A.  F.  Estabrook. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ought  to  be  a  financier,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  a  general,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  an  admiral. 

Wm.  D.  B.  Harvey. 

The  suspension  of  Trust-busting, 
Public  Ownership  activities,  Railroad 
Strangulation,  and  Federal  Valuation 


of  Railroads  and  the  Stimulation  of 
the  Production  of  Coal,  and  of  all 
Food  Products  during  the  period  of 
the  war. 

R.  A.  Carter. 

The  influence  of  petty  partisan  pol- 
itics in  retarding  the  progress  of  our 
leaders. 

C.  M.  Goethe. 
A  coalition  cabinet. 

John  H.  MacCracken. 

I  am  strongly  in  favor  of  a  small 
War  Cabinet,  each  Department  Head 
having  all  power  within  his  field,  and 
being  held  exclusively  responsible 
therefor,  this  Cabinet  being  under  the 
supreme  control  of  the  President, 
these  men  being  paid  a  salary  com- 
mensurate for  the  work  they  are 
doing,  and  not  being  asked  to  do  the 
work  for  nothing,  for  I  do  not  believe 
a  man  who  volunteers  his  services  ren- 
ders as  efficient  results  as  the  man  who 
is  being  paid  therefor. 

R.  B.  Darnall. 

The  proper  form  of  contract  and 
methods  of  supervision  to  be  adopted 
in  Government  war  work,  with  a  view 
to  promoting  economy  in  cost  without 
diminishing  celerity  of  production  or 
injury  to  quality  of  product. 

Charles  J.  Bonaparte. 


•The  suggestions  that  were  submitted  for  our  preliminary  ballot  are  not  printed  herein, 
but  will  be  included  if  desired. 
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Airplane* 

The  promotion  of  the  aerial  service. 

H.  C.  Minnich. 

Value  of  airplanes.  Necessity  of 
speed.  Time  saved  by  building  them 
across  the  water. 

D.  B.  Harvey. 

Aircraft  construction  and  operation. 

Charles  D.  Kimball 

Winning  the  war  in  the  air. 

F.  H.  Stinehfield. 

There  has  heen  an  almost  universal 
feeling  that  an  overwhelming  number 
of  airplanes  could  be  used  for  every 
kind  of  offensive  warfare  and  is  a 
type  of  attack  in  which  the  Allies  are 
superior  to  the  enemy ;  that  also  the 
Germans  are  not  in  a  position  to  com- 
pete, both  because  of  lack  of  the  right 
kind  of  individual  airmen  and  because 
of  want  of  materials.  The  present  of- 
„  fensive  seems  to  indicate  that  to  ever 
conquer  Germany,  by  armies  acting 
on  the  present  theories,  will,  require 
the  killing  of  millions  of  men.  Can 
we  pay  the  price?  Would  a  demo- 
cratic people  pay  the  price  of  such  an 
offensive  ?  Rut  if  it  could  be  done  in 
the  air,  it  could  be  done  at  a  much 
lower  price  in  men. 

F.  H.  Stinehfield. 

Airplanes,  airplanes  and  more  air- 
planes, till  we  and  our  Allies  gain 
complete  supremacy  in  the  air  over 
the  Germans.  Then  drop  millions  of 
bombs  on  everything  that  is  German. 
— the  army,  concentration  camps,  rail- 
roads and  all  transportation  lines,  fac- 
tories, naval  bases,  and  then  on  dense- 
ly populated  cities.  This  is,  of  course, 
not  civilized  warfare,  but  war  has 
long  since  lost  all  touch  of  civiliza- 


tion, and  in  this  case,  the  end  would 
seem  to  justify  the  means.  While 
dropping  these  bombs  also  drop  mil- 
lions of  bulletins,  telling  the  German 
people  how  they  can  attain  an  hon- 
orable peace— that  is,  by  rejecting 
their  present  government  and  estab- 
lishing one  with  which  honest  nations 
can  negotiate  with  some  assurance  that 
their  pledges  will  be  observed. 

B.  F.  Hall. 

The  immediate  extension  of  our 
aviation  service  and  equipment  to  such 
an  overpowering  efficiency  as  shall,  if 
possible,  forestall  and  prevent  such 
aggregations  of  infantry  as  are  at 
present  making  those  drives  or 
smashes,  which  are  reported  as  caus- 
ing what  appear  disastrous  retirements 
of  the  Allied  forces;  and  also  effec- 
tually bombarding  Essen  and  other 
German  arsenals. 

Edward  Bcnvick. 
Aliens 

The  abolition  of  alien  schools.  The 
breaking  up  of  alien  community  cen- 
ters. 

Hamill  R.  Graham. 

Employment  of  our  alien  popula- 
tion,— allies,  neutrals,  enemies. 

Geo.  S.  Godard. 

Make  the  interned  aliens  work. 
Treat  them  in  a  humane  manner. 
Make  the  prostitutes  work.  Pay  them 
wages,  treat  them  kindly,  and  at  the 
end  of  two  or  three  years — or  even 
one  year — the  chances  are  that  many 
would  be  fitted  to  return  to  decent 
life. 

Chas.  L.  Heitman. 


Our  ignorant  foreign  population, 
with  their  revolutionary  and  anarchis- 
tic ideas,  their  contaminating  influence 
among  the  less  educated  of  our  Ameri- 
can workingmen,  and  its  menace  to  the 
successful  prosecution  of  the  war. 

John  Carson 


Army  and  Navy 

How  to  break  up  the  mid-Euro- 
pean and  Asiatic  policy  of  Germany. 

A.  B.  Hart. 

The  developing  of  a  business  or  ac- 
counting unit  to  attend  to  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  army  and  War  Depart- 
ment, thus  relieving  many  inexpe- 
rienced youths  and  resulting  in  con- 
serving millions  of  dollars  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Herbert  M.  Temple. 

Engineering  units  and  medical  units 
render  valuable  service  within  their 
training  and  experience,  but  the  Army 
and  Navy  are  weak  on  simple  and  ef- 
fective business  and  accounting  meth- 
ods. 

H.  M.  Temple. 

How  to  keep  the  morale  of  the 
American  Army  at  a  high  point  of 
efficiency  so  that  America  may  deliver 
the  final  blow  next  year. 

J.  H.  Reynolds. 

The  merits  of  a  concerted  Allied 
offensive.  Let  the  I-eague  urge  every 
step  which  points  toward  the  success 
of  this  war  by  a  knock-out  blow. 

R.  M.  Anderson. 

In  my  judgment  the  thing  needed 
is  to  find  a  way  to  hasten  the  sending 
of  men  and  airplanes  to  France.  Drop 
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politics,  unite  on  one  thing,  winning 
the  war;  forget  everything  else  and 
bend  every  energy  to  secure  the  end. 

/.  Harvey  Randall. 

The  glaring  inefficiency  of  the  War 
Department.  (The  Red  Cross  and 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  are  first,  but  can't 
win  the  war  alone.) 

Fred  H.  Quincy. 

I  believe  careful  search  should  he 
made  for  medical  and  nurse  material 
for  use  at  home.  It  will  be  a  serious 
problem  very  soon,  if  it  is  not  al- 
ready, to  care  for  our  own  sick  and 
disabled  at  home.  Why  could  not 
young  men,  under  proper  psychologi- 
cal and  other  supervision,  be  drafted 
into  medicine? — young  women  into  at 
least  temporary  service  as  nurses? 

S.  L.  Whitcomb, 

More  stringent  application  of  the 
draft  law  by  Local  Boards.  A  nation- 
wide search  for  slackers  in  every 
community.  Expansion  in  the  age 
limit  both  ways.  Those  from  18  to 
21  to  be  in  the  educational  class  of 
military  efficiency  at  home;  those  be- 
yond the  present  age  limit  to  be  in 
actual  service  wherever  their  physical 
capacity  will  permit. 

G.  Gunby  Jordan. 

The  physical  training  of  those  re- 
jected for  physical  disability;  so  as  to 
add  to  our  military  and  national 
strength. 

Carlile  Coitrtenay. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  doing  their  building  opera- 
tions at  the  camps,  proving  grounds 
and  buildings  of  one  character  or  an- 
other; also  the  letting  of  contracts  for 
munitions,  etc. 

R.  B.  Darnall. 
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War  Profit*  am!  Prices 

Price  fixing. 

Davis  R.  Deivey. 

What  is  profiteering?    (a)  By  cap- 
ital,   (b)   By  labor. 

John  A.  Mathews. 

The  press  has  run  great  headlines 
about  the  huge  profits  of  meat,  steel, 
and  other  producers.  They  are  en- 
couraged in  this  by  misleading  state- 
ments of  the  Federal  Trade  Board  and 
other  governmental  (political)  agen- 
cies. Nothing  is  said  about  labor  prof- 
iteering, which  it  is  doing  by  exorbi- 
tant demands,  slacking  methods  and 
refusal  to  work  reasonably  long  hours, 
even  in  war  time. 

John  A.  Mathc  Zl'S. 

Fixing  prices  of  products  without 
interfering  with  Labor. 

Frank  Gough. 

Control  of  war  profits.  The  con- 
trol and  distribution  of  raw  materials. 
The  extent  to  which  price  fixing 
.should  be  attempted.  How  to  pre- 
vent war-time  profiteering. 

F.  IV.  Taussig. 

How  to  equalize  the  burdens  of  the 
war  and  to  make  profitering  impos- 
sible. 

Frederic  T,  Biotetti. 

The  patriotism  of  many  is  put  to  a 
grevious  strain  by  the  inequality  of 
war  burdens  and  especially  by  the  fact 
that  some  are  not  only  not  bearing 
their  fair  share  but  are  actually  profit- 
ing by  the  war. 

Frederic  T.  Bioletti. 

I  low  to  equalize  the  burdens  of  the 
war  and  to  make  profiteering  impos- 


sible.    Fiat  money.     Tax  on  gross 
sales.    Bonds  are  wrong. 

Maurice  P.  Conncry. 

Democracy  and  Free  Speech 

On  the  development  and  preserva- 
tion of  civil  liberty  and  popular  gov- 
ernment for  which  we  are  fighting. 

H.  M.  Nimtno. 

Is  the  suppression  of  free  speech 
and  free  press  necessary  to  the  proper 
conduct  of  the  war? 

M.  Toscan  Bennett. 

Disloyalty 

The  test — complete  loyalty. 

Davis  R.  Dezvey. 

Should  not  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice work  out  a  plan  for  using  loyal 
citizens  to  aid  in  stamping  out  dis- 
loyalty ? 

Memorandum  from  Mr.  Marquette 

to  Mr.  Purdy. 
Renewal  of  oath  of  allegiance  of 
everv  citizen. 

C.  IV.  Hoyt. 

Education 

Organized  propaganda  for  educat- 
ing the  American  people,  particularly 
those  of  foreign  extraction. 

H.  M.  Nimmo. 

Education  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  the  necessity  for  self 
denial  and  sacrifice. 

Thomas  IV.  Shelton. 

"The  Danger  of  a  Premature 
Peace"  indicated  in  No.  2  of  the 
preferential  ballot  seems  to  me  one  of 
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the  most  serious  matters  before  the 
country. 

Meredith  Nicholson. 

Influence  of  the  public  schools  on 
patriotism. 

A.  B.  Hart. 

A  more  general  spreading  of  the 
information  contained  in  Charadame's 
books,  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Harry  Welch. 

The  securing  of  important  statistics 
(industrial  and  agricultural)  by  mail. 
A  more  liberal  policy  in  the  use  of  the 
Franking  Privilege  to  Farm  Bureaus. 

Hamill  R.  Graham. 

Cooperation  of  educational  institu- 
tions. 

E.  B.  Greene. 

Immediate  education  of  alien  and 
native  population  in  English  language 
and  elementary  American  history  and 
civics.  Educational  facilities  of  coun- 
try should  be  put  to  that  end  a-  an 
offset  to  the  dangerous  propaganda. 

Awakening  a  national  sense  among 
the  so-called  labor  classes. 

Thomas  W.  Shelton. 

Awakening  a  national  sense  anmnu 
the  so-called  labor  classes. 

Geo.  S.  Godard. 

How  should  educational  institutions 
modify  or  change  their  program-  in 
order  most  effectively  to  sustain  the 
Government  ? 

Hermon  C.  Bumpus. 

The  education  of  the  public  on  the 
actual  menace  of  Prussianism. 

The  above  headings  have  been  taken 
from  your  pamphlet  which  gives  the 
result  of  the  voting.     While  these 


phases  of  the  subject  do  not  seem  of 
immediate  importance,  they  are  more 
in  line  with  the  kind  of  action  pos- 
sible for  the  Economic  League  to  un- 
dertake ;  viz.,  educational.  If  the 
League  can  develop  the  right  kind  of 
propaganda  and  influence  education, 
the  people  will  respond  eventually 
through  present  political  machinery  or 
develop  additional  or  different  ma- 
chinery for  the  purpose. 

Daniel  C.  Lewis. 

The  complete  reorganization  of  our 
public  school  system  of  education  into 
a  harmonious  plan,  under  federal  con- 
trol, to  promote  and  to  interpret  the 
higher  idealism  of  our  citizenship  as 
the  speediest  and  most  effective  way 
to  crystalize  public  sentiment  behind 
the  proper  conduct  of  the  war,  by 
creating  a  truly  national  spirit  among 
our  diverse  racial  elements  and  a 
clearer  understanding  of  the  spiritual 
and  moral  issues  which  have  made 
peace  without  victory  impossible. 
^  Francis  G.  Tracy. 

Food 

A  careful  allotting  of  the  acreage 
throughout  the  United  States,  so  as 
to  know  that  sufficient  breadstuff's, 
grain  and  fodder  are  planted  each 
year.  This  and  the  requirement  to 
have  more  cattle  and  swine  to  be  under 
governmental  control. 

G.  Gunby  Jordan. 

The  imperative  demand  for  a  dras- 
tic and  strictly  scientific  reform  in  our 
semi-barbaric  methods  of  agriculture. 

Geo.  S.  Godard. 

The  purchase,  pasteurization  and 
distribution  to  the  public  of  milk  in 
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cities  of  over  100,000  inhabitants  by 
either  the  Federal  Government,  the 
State,  or  the  City. 

John  M.  Dennis. 

Conservation  of  food,  by  curtailing 
the  manufacture  of  beer. 

Walter  I.  Ferguson. 

In  conservation  of  food  (wheat  es- 
pecially) the' study  of  means  for  in- 
creasing the  supply  of  substitutes  vs. 
arbitrary  price  fixing  as  limitation  of 
use. 

John  B.  Hcnck. 

In  spite  of  the  low  vote  on  the 
liquor  question,  I  think  there  is  a 
phase  of  it  which  can  be  profitably 
considered,  viz.,  the  possible  use  of 
breweries  and  wineries  to  produce 
malt,  malt  sugar,  grape  sugar  or 
other  products  for  food,  instead  of 
beer  and  wine,  and  the  use  of  alco- 
holic liquors  in  stock  for  other  than 
common  beverage  uses. 

John  B.  Hcnck. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  the 
contest  seems  to  be  one  between  fam-:fi 
ine  and  food.  Our  labor  is  very  large- 
ly mobilized,  and  while  it  should  be 
made  as  efficient  as  possible,  yet  it  is 
only  one  of  the  three  factors  in  the 
production  of  food.  Food  like  all 
other  products  is  produced  by  the 
three  factors.  Land,  Labor  and  Capi- 
tal. In  order  that  the  largest  amount 
of  food,  coal  and  other  war  supplies 
be  produced,  land  and  capital  as  well 
as  labor  must  be  radically  mobilized 
and  conscripted.  Some  method  must 
be  adopted  by  which  vacant  and  half 
used  land,  mines  and  other  natural  re- 
sources, may  be  forced  into  full  and 
efficient  use.  1  recommend  this  as 
the  most  important  subject  for  the 
League  to  consider  in  our  war  prog- 
ram. 


Why  not  have  the  Government  take 
over  the  large  daily  and  weekly  news- 
papers and  the  Federal  Reserve  Banks 
and  thus  control  public  opinion  and  the 
financial  powers  for  democracy? 

James  W .  Bucklin. 

German  Propaganda  and  Peace  Offers 

I  think  the  greatest  peril  we  have  to 
face  just  now  is  the  German  propa- 
ganda for  a  German  peace,  which 
from  our  standpoint  would  be  prema- 
ture and  dangerous. 

John  Whitehead. 

I  am  in  favor  of  close  though  reas- 
onable guarding  against  possible 
treachery  by  the  pro-Germans  who 
are  found  in  nearly  every  community. 

S.  L.  Whitcomb. 

Housing 

The  using  of  existing  plants  and 
existing  housing  and  living  faculties 
where  practicable  instead  of  new 
plants  and  new  housing  and  living 
faculties. 

Shall  we  junk  our  old  towns  in  the 
war  emergency  rather  than  use  them  ? 

R.  M.  Bradley. 

Industry 

The  speeding  up  of  industry. 

Harold  Marshall. 

Diversion  of  non-essential  functions 
into  war  production. 

Ralph  C.  Marden. 

The  organization  and  control  of 
our  economic  resources  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  war,  without  undue  in- 
terference with  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  the  country. 

Geo.  S.  Godard. 
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Essential  industries. 

Davis  R.  Dewey. 

The  question  of  "the  establishment 
of  an  industrial  army  to  sustain  the 
army  and  navy  at  the  front"  is  a  vital 
one.  The  Government  should  be  em- 
powered, during  the  war,  to  draft  men 
for  industrial  service,  just  as  it  is  em- 
powered to  draft  men  for  war  service. 
Only  thus  will  we  be  able  to  deal  with 
the  slacker  in  service. 

A.  Judson  Arrick. 

Should  not  all  those  engaged  in 
business  or  labor  directly  essential  to 
the  efficient  prosecution  of  the  war  be 
enlisted  in  some  manner  so  as  to  be 
subject,  as  individuals,  to  orders  of 
the  Government  and  its  direct  con- 
trol? 

Alex.  C.  King. 

Coordination  of  all  productive  in- 
dustries— including  farming. 

Edivard  R.  Meyer. 

Efficiency  can  best  be  obtained 
through  the  intelligent  direction  of  in- 
dustries— wasted  and  duplicated  effort 
will  be  prevented.  Producers  will 
welcome  such  direction.  This  occurs 
to  me  the  most  important  subject  at 
this  time. 

Edward  R.  Meyer. 
Labor 

The  mobilization  of  all  workers  be- 
tween the  ages  of  1 8  and  45,  whether 
male  or  female ;  the  forcing  them  to 
work  steadily ;  and  the  placing  them 
if  needed,  by  persuasion  or  by  force 
if  necessary,  at  such  work  as  they  are 
specially  educated  for  and  which  the 
Government  needs  them  for.  Not 
money,  but  the  products  of  war,  is  the 


supreme  and  fundamental  requirement 
to  win  the  war. 

DeCourcy  IV.  Thorn. 

The  enlistment  of  labor  during  the 
period  of  the  war. 

Dean  Stanley  Coulter. 

War  work  at  soldiers'  pay  is  not  an 
unreasonable  proposition  in  view  of 
the  experience  of  England. 

Dean  Stanley  Coulter. 

Drafting  into  the  military  service 
all  labor  necessary  to  operate  public 
utilities  and  war  industries.  It  is  a 
shame  for  our  armies  to  be  shot  at 
twenty-four  hours  a  day  at  army  pay 
while  the  stay-at-homes  take  advan- 
tage of  the  situation  to  take  exor- 
bitant pay  and  short  hours. 

A.  W.  Smith. 

In  my  judgment,  the  greatest  men- 
ace to  successful  prosecution  of  the 
war  is  the  attitude  of  organized  labor. 
Under  cover  of  fair  professions,  ad- 
vantage is  taken  of  the  stress  of  war 
to  make  demands  to  unjustifiable  as 
to  amount  to  actual  disloyalty.  This 
is  due  to  vicious  leadership  and  selfish 
ignorance,  rather  than  to  traitorous 
tendencies. 

Alex.  IV.  Smith. 

The  hearty  enlistment  of  labor, 
whether  organized  or  unorganized. 

E.  B.  Greene. 

The  antagonism  of  labor  and  capital 
must  be  removed. 

Arthur  R.  Price. 

Absolute  governmental  control  over 
labor  conditions,  so  far  as  relates  to 
every  industry  making  or  aiding  in 
the  making  of  supplies  or  essentials 
for  the  Government. 

G.  Gunby  Jordan. 
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The  employment  of  Chinese  labor 
in  mines  in  Eastern  Siberia  and 
Japan. 

John  H.  MacCracken. 

Equitable  adjustment  of  the  ques- 
tion of  capital  and  labor,  especially  as 
it  affects  the  industrial  expansion  of 
our  country  in  the  period  immediately 
following  the  declaration  of  peace. 

F.  R.  Bentley. 

Temporarily  removing  the  restric- 
tions on  immigration  so  as  to  permit 
a  considerable  movement  of  Chinese 
to  this  country. 

Geo.  P.  Hart. 

The  need  of  prompt  relief  in  supply- 
ing help  for  agricultural  and  other  in- 
dustrial and  domestic  pursuits.  This 
can  best  be  done  through  admitting  the 
Chinese.  The  Chinaman  is  probably 
the  most  skilful  farmer  in  the  world, 
likewise  a  good  coal  miner;  is  loyal 
and  industrious. 

A.  Kendall. 

The  Economic  aspect  of  agricultural 
labor,  including  under  this  heading 
( i )  the  enrollment  of  Women  for  Ser- 
vice in  the  lighter  work  connected 
with  the  handling  of  fruit,  etc. ;  ( 2)  the 
enrollment  of  men  exempt  from  mili- 
tary service  who  may  be  available  for 
agricultural  service,  and  in  this  con- 
nection, if  necessary,  the  passing  of 
laws  that  will  force  the  idlers  and 
slackers  into  service  and  keep  them  on 
a  job  until  it  is  finished. 

G.  H.  Hecke. 

Mnu-powpr  niul  Thrift 

More  general  substitution  of  men 
of  forty-five  and  over  in  place  of  men 


of  thirty-one  and  under  in  places  of 
business.  This  is  a  practically  unex- 
ploited  source  of  enlistable  men. 

John  Franklin  Crowell. 

Make  your  study  concentrate  on 
three  things:  1,  Man-power;  2,  Mu- 
nitions and  other  material  requisites; 
3,  The  best  possible  management  of 
1  and  2  in  smashing  Prussianism. 

John  Franklin  Crowell. 

The  necessity  of  massing  all  our 
man-power  upon  the  war  and  the  war 
industries  to  the  exclusion  of  all  non- 
essential industries. 

T.  N.  Carver. 

The  nation  and  every  man  in  it  to 
bend  every  energy  to  the  winning  of 
the  war. 

I  would  enlarge  this  by  advocating 
universal  conscription — that  is  of  the 
men,  women  and  children  of  the  na- 
tion. This  involves:  The  control  of 
the  man-power ;  the  control  of  the 
food  supplies  by  rationing ;  the  control 
of  labor;  the  control  of  the  older  chil- 
dren for  useful  work  such  as  canning, 
preserving,  etc. 

A.  L.  Weil. 

How  best  to  concentrate  the  people's 
energies  upon  work  of  the  kinds  which 
are  essential  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  by  diversion  (a)  from  occu- 
pations which  are  ordinarily  useful 
but  are  not  now  indispensable;  (b) 
from  activities  which  are  parasitic 
rather  than  productive,  including  not 
only  the  essentially  parasitic  occupa- 
tions, such  as  thievery  and  gambling 
in  all  their  disguises,  but  the  parasitic 
element  which  is  present  in  every  gain- 
ful occupation  in  so  far  as  the  indi- 
v idual 's  actually  product i ve  capacity 
is  reduced  by  his  devotion  of  time  and 
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energy  to  increasing  or  maintaining  his 
proportionate  share  of  the  total  gain. 

Frederick  Law  Olmsted. 

If  we  are  overlooking  or  neglecting 
available  and  valuable  resources,  thev 
should  be  pointed  out  and  used. 

F.  J.  Atwood. 

What  are  the  best  means  to  oblige 
everybody  to  do  his  share  to  bring  the 
present  war  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

Frederic  T.  Bioletti. 

What  may  the  individual  citizen  do 
to  contribute  most  to  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  war? 

Geo.  W .  Wickersham. 

A  more  rigorous  supervision  by  the 
Government  of  the  personal  spending 
of  money  by  our  people.  Compulsory 
savings  through  the  Thrift  Stamps. 

S.  L.  Whit  comb. 

In  addition  to  the  many  excellent 
topics  included  in  the  summary,  I 
should  like  to  have  a  discussion  of  the 
proper  and  most  effective  method  of 
bringing  pressure  upon  individuals 
who  re  f  use  to  con  tribute  money  or 
services  to  war  activities. 

R.  W.  Husband. 

"Doing  with  our  might  what  our 
hand  finds  to  do." 

Allen  IV,  Johnston. 

How  much  economy  o  f  persona! 
expenditure  is  desirable  during  the 
war? 

Everett  Morss. 

Propaganda 

The  Political  Offensive,  or  what  M. 
Charadame  has  called  the  "Strategy 
of  the  Political  Sciences." 


I  am  very  strong  in  the  opinion  that 
an  active,  vigorous  and  enlightened 
"strategy  of  the  political  sciences"  is 
second  in  importance  only  to  the 
nub  tan  offensive  in  the  pi!  --rem  ion 
of  the  war.  The  revolt  against  all 
pacifists  and  peace-by-arr;tngenu-nt- 
men,  tends  to  exalt  the  "die-hards" 
who  will  brook  no  qualification  of 
their  knock-down-and-out  policy. 
Hut  facts  are  stubborn  things,  and  if 
anything  is  plain,  it  is  that  a  knock- 
out blow  to  Germany,  if  possible — 
which  it  is  not — would  simply  inau- 
gurate a  war  of  successive  knock-outs, 
and  the  world  would  be  delivered  over 
to  that  reductio  ml  absufdutn,  a  com- 
petitive militarism.  It  would,  in  fact, 
be  a  confession  that  Germany  is  right, 
in  her  methods  at  least.  Reason  and 
Right  are  not  dethroned,  and  if  we 
would  win  anything  worth  winning, 
we  must  not  only  strike  with  all  the 
force  of  our  military  arm  and  the 
concentrated  strength  of  the  nation, 
but  we  must  convince  the  vassal  na- 
tion and  the  remnant  in  Germany  that 
we  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal, 
that  we  conic  offering  Reason  and 
Right.  Liberty  and  Justice  to  them. 

Henry  Richards. 

Organization  for  thorough  system 
of  propaganda  in  Switzerland,  Hol- 
land, Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden, 
Spain,  Mexico,  and  Central  and 
South  America. 

M.  H.  Carver. 

The  moulding  of  public  opinion  in 
enemy  territories. 

John  H.  MacCrackcn. 

Research 

The  promotion  of  Chemical  Re- 
search. 

John  H,  MacCracken. 
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What  means  should  be  employed  to 
assure  the  continuity  of  effective  re- 
search, investigation,  or  experiment  on 
new  ideas  for  improvement  in  the  im- 
plements of  warfare,  in  order  to  as- 
sure supremacy  in  quality  or  of  being 
forehanded  in  the  production  of  im- 
proved standards,  without  injury  to 
the  necessary  standardization  and 
quantitative  production. 

W.  Irving  Chambers. 


Russia 

The  importance  of  promptly  stamp- 
ing out  "Bolshevikism"  in  this  country 
and  of  reassuring  the  intelligent  pro- 
gressives of  the  world  in  general,  and 
of  Russia  in  particular,  concerning  the 
true  ideals  of  our  democracy  and  of 
our  readiness  to  aid,  financially  and 
morally,  in  the  cooperative  wedding 
of  Freedom  with  Duty,  Right  with 
Justice  and  of  Labor  with  Capital. 

W \  Irving  Chambers. 

How  to  bring  Russia  back  as  a 
fighting  unit  in  cooperation  with  the 
Allies. 

Roland  R.  Conklin. 

The  question  of  saving  Russia  from 
the  consequences  of  her  recent  be- 
trayal. 

Johnson  Brigham. 

Plans  to  assist  in  the  organization 
of  a  government  in  Russia  that  will 
not  be  pro-German. 

/.  F.  Loughborough. 

What  is  the  wisest  solution  of  the 
Russian  problem? 

Should  Japan  be  asked  or  permitted 
to  intervene? 

Alexander  Lincoln. 


Shipping 

The  proper  construction  and  opera- 
tion of  shipping  terminals  on  the  At- 
lantic coast,  supplemented  with  receiv- 
ing ports  on  the  French  coast.  A 
corollary  to  this  is  the  proper  con- 
nections of  these  shipping  facilities 
with  railroad  transportation  systems. 

I  advocate  terminals  in  the  North 
particularly  as  being  nearer  to  Europe 
than  ports  in  the  South  and  also  ad- 
jacent to  large  manufacturing  commu- 
nities. 

/,  P.  Snow. 

Transportation 

Transportation. 

/.  B.  Blades. 

If  the  Government  can  afford  assist- 
ance to  trunk  lines,  ought  it  not  as- 
sist lines  not  trunk  lines? 

Wm.  D.  B.  Harvey. 

War  Aims 

America  must  recognize  no  peace 
terms  that  do  not  guarantee  complete 
freedom  for  the  nationals  of  Poland 
and  other  near  eastern  states  and  fur- 
thermore that  do  not  expel  the  Cen- 
tral Powers  from  Russian  territory. 

Edwin  S.  Mills. 

To  destroy  the  military  power  of 
Germany  requires  the  removal  of  the 
Hohenzollerns  not  only  from  the 
throne  of  the  German  Empire,  but 
from  that  of  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia. 

The  militarism  of  Prussia  is  really 
the  tradition  of  this  family.  From  the 
days  of  the  great  Elector,  up  to  the 
present  kaiser,  every  acquisition  of 
Prussia  has  been  merely  an  expression 
of  the  military  power  of  the  Hohen- 
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zollern  family.  The  only  way  of  giv- 
ing the  world  comfort  and  peace  is  to 
exorcise  it,  just  as  the  Romans  exor- 
cised Hannibal  and  the  English  exor- 
cised Napoleon. 

R.  Randoph  Hicks. 

What  shall  be  the  limit  of  our  in- 
sistence upon  victory  as  a  basis  for  a 
just  and  lasting  peace? 

Johnson  Brigham, 

A  war-aims  platform:  a  league  of 
this  character  can  perform  no  more 
aggressive  service  than  would  be  an 
expression  of  what  the  American 
people  understand  by  a  triumph  of 
democracy.  German  associations 
have  bolstered  up  their  government 
with  pronunciamentos ;  let  us  answer 
them.  Such  a  platform  should,  of 
course,  include  a  formulation  of  the 
Monroe  doctrine, — which  could  be  of 
great  help  at  the  present  hour.  The 
President  speaks  perforce  more  or 
less  as  a  diplomat ;  the  league  could 
speak  with  an  enforcing  sense  for 
American  public  sentiment. 

H.  B.  Alexander. 

The  carrying  out  of  the  war  to  a 
decisive  victory.  A  premature  and 
patched  up  peace  would  be  a  terrible 
menace  to  the  world. 

Arthur  R.  Price. 

Prosecution  of  the  war  without  de- 
parture from  our  war  aims  and  peace 
ideals. 

A.  W.  McAlister. 

War  Finance  and  Taxation 

I  do  not  think  it  just  the  time  to 
make  any  public  propaganda  outside 


of  the  necessary  business  in  hand  of 
winning  the  war.  but  a  committee  to 
go  into  the  question  of  the  ethics  of 
interest  render  great  service  with  their 
facts  and  opinions  during  this  day  of 
the   world   reconstruction.    1  )oes  in- 
terest arise  from  just  economic  as- 
sumptions and  is  it  compatible  with 
social  justice?    When  we  contemplate 
this  fact  that  when  this  war  is  won  it 
has  been  paid  for  in  human  labor  and 
sacrifice  and  that  the  debt  left  means 
more  than  double  the  sacrifice  in  labor 
ln'siiK-s  a  private  power  to  thai 
will  control  our  industries  and  politics, 
we  will  realize  that  instead  of  loaning 
the    Government,    we    should  have 
given  the  Government  everything. 

Geo.  A.  Boyd. 

W  ar  Finance. 

Henry  R.  Seatjer. 

Mobilization  of  securities  as  a  basis 
of  national  credit. 

The  best  method  of  extending  gov- 
ernment financial  aid  to  public  utili- 
ties, industrial  and  financial  concerns, 
to  meet  the  strain  of  war  and  the  re- 
sult of  monopoly  of  the  investment 
market  by  the  government. 

A.  W.  McLean. 

The  relief  of  industry  as  far  as  pos- 
sible from  the  burdens  imposed  by 
war  and  the  collection  of  necessary 
revenues  through  a  tax  on  land  values, 
thus  at  the  same  time  stimulating  the 
use  of  land  for  productive  purposes. 

Warren  Worth  BaiUy. 

How  to  raise  money  to  finance  the 

wan  L.  C.  Garvin. 

War  Prohibition 

Federal  Prohibition  as  a  war-time 
measure. 


